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competitively selected. The first scholarship
was established in 1968 following the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and is
appropriately named the Martin Luther King,
Jr. Scholarship. In 2007, a second four-year
scholarship was established and named The
Moles Scholarship. It is a great honor that the
Columbia Chapter's 2013 nominee, Mr.
Lindsey Hallingquest, received the Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Scholarship. Lindsey, a Colum-
bia, South Carolina native, is currently a soph-
omore at Duke University.

| am particular enamored with their creed,
which was authored by Mole Madeline T.
Peters: “There is a destiny that makes us sis-
ters, None goes her way alone; all that we
send into the lives of others, comes back into
our own. Care not what our temples or our
creeds; one thing holds firm and fast, that in
our fateful heap of days and deeds, the soul
of man is cast.”

Mr. Speaker, The Moles have enriched the
lives of many and continue to make out-
standing contributions to our society in a wide
range of fields. | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in congratulating them on this
major milestone.

HONORING ROYCE HICKMAN
HON. BILL FLORES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 8, 2015

Mr. FLORES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Royce Hickman, an outstanding indi-
vidual who has been serving as President/
CEO of the Bryan/College Station Chamber of
Commerce since 1998.

Royce has held a number of high profile po-
sitions throughout his business career. He is a
past member of the Executive Committee of
the Texas Association of Business. In addition,
he served on the Board of Directors and as
Chairman of the Texas Chamber of Com-
merce Executives.

Just recently, Royce was presented with the
2014 Distinguished Service Award by the
Texas Chamber of Commerce Executives. He
was awarded this recognition for his leader-
ship as chairman of the state organization.
During his time as Chairman he led the orga-
nization towards its current thriving position.

Royce is a past Chairman of the Texas
A&M Association of Former Students, a past
president of the friends of the Sterling C.
Evans library and in 2007 was presented with
the International Excellence Award in the
Community by Texas A&M University. He cur-
rently serves on the George Bush School of
Government and Public Services Development
Council, the Texas A&M Career Center Advi-
sory Council and the Bush School Public
Service Organization Advisory Board. He also
serves on the local March of Dimes Board and
on several committees at his Church.

Royce is a great asset to the Brazos Valley.
His service to our community has helped it
grow and prosper. He has shown tremendous
dedication and willingness to go above and
beyond the call of duty. Most importantly, he
has been a committed husband to his wife,
Mary, and a nurturing leader for his children
and grandchildren.

Today we are thrilled to recognize and
honor Royce Hickman’s devotion, dedication
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and loyalty to our nation, our state, our com-
munity, and his family.

Mr. Speaker, before | close, | ask everyone
to continue to pray for our country and for our
military men and women that protect it.

God bless the United States of America.
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize a special member
of my staff. After more than ten years of serv-
ice, Melissa Joanne Roe will be leaving her
post in my Kansas City District Office.

As a driven person and political leader in
Jefferson City, Melissa began working in my
District Office in 2004 and was immediately an
important asset for my office. While with the
office, she held many leadership roles and is
ending her prominent career as my District Di-
rector. Melissa oversaw crucial issues such as
transportation, river logistics and appropria-
tions.

Melissa could be depended on to keep my
offices running efficiently and represent me at
meetings when | was away in Washington.
Melissa has also been instrumental in helping
the various towns in my district to grow and
prosper through the dedication to the district.
Through earmarks, she was able to success-
fully establish growing businesses, make
roads safer and strengthen communities. Me-
lissa was also tireless in making sure my of-
fices worked together in serving the people of
the Sixth Congressional District. Her out-
standing work and immense knowledge is in-
comparable.

| have received many kind words from con-
stituents praising the outstanding service Me-
lissa has provided. Her professionalism and
dedication to this office and my constituents
was a great example of how government
should work. She would often work nights and
weekends, while time and again going beyond
her job description, all without complaint.
While | am losing a valuable member of my
team, | am excited for Melissa to begin the
next chapter of her life.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
thanking Melissa Joanne Roe for her many
years of service to the people of the Sixth
Congressional District. | know Melissa’s col-
leagues, family and friends join with me in
thanking her for her commitment to others and
wishing her best of luck in all her endeavors
and many years of success to come.

———

HONORING THE WORK OF BERT
ISACKSON

HON. SUZAN K. DeIBENE

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, January 8, 2015

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Bert Isackson, who was recently nomi-
nated for the President’s Lifetime Achievement
Award, celebrating Americans who volunteer
4000 or more hours of their time. Mr. Isackson
was honored for his extraordinary work at the
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Blaine Food Bank in Blaine, Washington. Ad-
ditionally, he received plaques from the City of
Blaine and the Volunteer Center of Whatcom
County, honoring his decades of work.

Mr. Isackson worked as a commercial fish-
erman until his retirement, but has continued
volunteering at the food bank that he and his
wife founded more than 40 years ago. Even
though Mr. Isackson recently celebrated his
100th birthday on December 8, 2014, he still
dedicates four days each week to preparing
coffee for volunteers and organizing materials
for pick-up and distribution.

The Blaine Food Bank serves between 375
and 400 families weekly, distributing 75,000
pounds of food each month. Mr. Isackson’s
commitment is an inspiration to the food
bank’s 25 volunteers and the community alike.
At the time of the food bank’s founding, Mr.
Isackson was one of few community members
who recognized the need for a food bank in
the Blaine community. This award recognizes
Mr. Isackson’s invaluable contributions to the
Blaine area, and | am grateful that he plans to
continue his valuable work.

| want to congratulate Bert Isackson on his
well-deserved recognition, and | thank him for
his tremendous commitment to the entire com-
munity of Whatcom County.

———————

UNITED STATES-CUBAN
RELATIONS

SPEECH OF
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | wish to begin
by saluting Congresswoman BARBARA LEE for
hosting this Special Order, as well as her
three decades of advocating for the normaliza-
tion of relations between the U.S. and Cuba;
and to Congressman SAM FARR for devoting
years of service to this issue, and working with
so many individuals and organizations to bring
down the walls of division between the two
countries.

On December 17, 2014, President Obama
announced a major prisoner exchange with
the Cuban government. Alan Gross, a USAID
contractor who had been held captive for five
years was finally reunited with his family, as
were three Cuban intelligence agents who had
been imprisoned in the U.S. since 1998.
Rolando Sarraff Trujillo, a cryptographer in
Cuba’s Directorate of Intelligence who report-
edly provided information to the FBI, was also
freed in the prisoner exchange.

This announcement was highly significant
and it is historic as well.

In a televised address that followed the ex-
change, the President announced a major shift
in U.S. policy toward Cuba: the reestablish-
ment of diplomatic relations that were severed
in 1961, thus drawing a curtain on many of the
provisions of the longest standing embargo in
U.S. history. The President stated that while
the embargo was rooted in the “best inten-
tions,” it ultimately failed in its goal to incite
change in the communist government and has
only served to isolate and hurt the Cuban peo-
ple.

| continue to harbor deep concerns about
the reported human rights abuses in Cuba and
limitations of speech and political expression,



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T16:03:43-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




